Spellmg Bee Rules

1. In compeh’non after the pronouncer gives the speller a word, The speller
- will be encouraged to pronounce the word before spelling it and affer ..~
- ‘spelling it.  The judges may not disqualify a speller for failing to pronounce .
- the word either before or after spelling it. But the judges will know that |
‘the speller is done if he or she pronounces the word after spelling it and the =~~~
: ‘pronouncer will be assured that the speller has heard the word corr'ecﬂy lf
. he or she pronounces n‘ befor'e beginning to spell it, - IO

2. The speller' may ask the pronouncer to say the word again, defme it, and/or AR
- use it in a sentence. The pronouncer shall grant all such requests until the . -
" judges agree that the word has been made reasonably clear to the s

'con’res’ranf J udges may dnsquahfy any spefler who ugnores a reques’r to s’rar"r :
. -_spe”mg : : R

3. Havmg sTar‘red to spell a wor'd a speller may stop and start over, re‘rmc:ng
" the spelling from the beginning, but in retracing there can be NO change of |
- letters or their sequence from those first pronounced, If letters or their = - .
- sequence is changed in the respelling, the speller will be eliminated. In oTher':_-'
e words a spelfer can‘r correcT himself, even while it is still h:s or her ’rurn

4 'The contest shall be conducted in rounds. Each speller remammg in the ':3 L
- spelling bee at the start of a round shall spell one word in the round, except :
L 'when There are two spellers remammg (A’r that pom’r refer' to Rule 6 )

-5, Ifa word has ohe or more homonyms, the pronouncer will indicate WhICh T
. word is to be. spe!led If the listed word is not properly identified, either by__-
 defining it or using it in a sentence, any correct spellmg of any homonym of
S _The word will be accepted - s

L6 When the number of spellers is reduced to two, the elimination procedure ERLIT
“changes. At that point, when one speller misspells a word, the other speller
< shall be given an opportunity to spell that same word. If the second speller
- spells that word correctly, plus the next word on the pronouncer‘s hs’r Then :
e :The second spelfer shal! be declared the champion L

 Ifone of the Ias‘r two spe!lers and the other, after correchng ’rhe error N

. misspells the new word submitted to him/her, then the misspelled new word_. LA
.. shall be given to the first speller. If the first speller then succeedsin '
correcting the error and correctly spells The nexf word on The hsT ‘rhen he
'or she becomes 'rhe champ:on o g e

o .-:If bo’rh spe!lers misspell ‘rhe same word, both shall continue in The com‘es’r
e ._and The one who flrsf mlsspelled the word. shail be gwen a hew word to spel!

com‘mued...




7 Pro’res’rs may be filed by anyone (the speller, parent, teacher, etc.) wishing

. “to reinstate a speller into the contest but will not be heard from any.
. individual seeking to dislodge another speller from the competition. Deadline.
- for filing a protest is-before the speller affected would have received his/

her word and he/she stayed in the contest. NO PROTEST will be '
: _-emer’rained after that wor-d has been given to ano’rhe.r speller,

o .Pro’res‘rs should be verbal!y made.to a desagna?ed person zmmedlm‘ely or upon
~completion of a round. It is especially important to speak up right away
when there are only two or three spellers left,

‘8. Judges are in complete control of the competition. Their decisions are final.
. Spelling bees are not unlike sporting events in which referees call the plays
- . as they see them. Players don't always agree with the decnsnons or I:ke them,

| .buf accep’r Them as part of good sportsmanship. |

9, :Thls is The mosf important rule of all. Please have. fun and relax whe’rher
you rea. par'hcupanf ora spec‘rcn‘or' ; g L




